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AP Tips
 Know how to find the points of intersection of two 

graphs.  You can use your calculator’s intersection or 

zero function.  If a calculator is used, make sure to 

write the equation you are solving on your paper.  

“Bald” answers are not acceptable.  Make sure to store 

the intersection points.  However, if it is a quadratic or 

linear function or an easily factorable function, you 

should be able to solve for the intersection points 

algebraically.

 Remember area is always positive.  If you solve the 

problem incorrectly and get a negative number, DO NOT 

just change the negative numbers to positive.  Take the 

absolute value of all the steps that you already worked 

out.  This will let you earn all the points for the 

problem.



Area of Square = side 2

Area of Semicircle = ½(diameter/2)2 π

Equilateral Triangle Right Triangle with hypotenuse touching base

Area = hyp2 / 4









AP Tips

 Know how to calculate integrals on your calculator.  

Area and volume are two of the topics that generally 

require the ability to do this.

 The expectation is that you will set up the integral in 

the proper form, and use the calculator to evaluate the 

definite integral.  Although you may be able to solve the 

integral by hand, don’t.  That will take valuable time 

and you could make an error along the way.

 The Shell method is on an AP topic, but it can be used 

on the exam.



Arc length of a function f(x) 

from x = a to x = b.
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